Thunder Cake

Patricia Polacco

Book Description:

· A grandma and her grandchild prepare for a thunderstorm by making a Thunder cake. 
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student 
· c. Uses transition words and phrases.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Family: Students will be able to discuss the similarities and differences in families and how relatives relate to one another. 

Readability Level: 3.5

Vocabulary: drift, horizon, scurried, roared, luscious, churned

Introduction:
Tell the students that you will be reading a story today about a little girl and her grandmother. In the story a thunderstorm is coming and the little girl is afraid of the storm. The grandmother is going to help the little girl feel better about the storm. Ask the students to share stories about their relationship with their grandmothers. 

During Reading: 
Read the story to the class. Pause frequently for discussion. Focus on the relationship between the grandmother and the little girl and how they relate to one another. After the story, discuss it with the class. On chart paper, review the steps of making Thunder Cake and write the steps on the board or on chart paper. Discuss why it is important to follow certain steps when cooking. Ask the students if any of them have ever cooked or baked with their family. Discuss how many families have special things that they do together or pass on to one another. 

Follow-Up Activities: 
Students will interview their family members to find whether or not they have a special recipe or other special thing that the family passes on to one another. Students will bring in the recipe or food if possible to share with the class. 
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