Thomas Jefferson: A Picture Book Biography
James Cross Giblin
Book Description: 
A picture book biography about our 3rd President, Thomas Jefferson.

Academic Objective:
SS1H1 
The student will read about and describe the life of historical figures in American history. 
a. 
Identify the contributions made by these figures: Benjamin Franklin (inventor/author/ statesman),Thomas Jefferson (Declaration of Independence),  Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with Sacagawea (exploration), Harriet Tubman (Underground Railroad), Theodore Roosevelt (National Parks and the environment), George Washington Carver (science).

Brilliant Star Objective:
· Personal Style: Students will be able to describe their own potentials, capacities, and achievements.
Readability Level: K-2
Vocabulary: mimicked, knelt, curious, architecture, harpsichord, responsibility, cargo, Declaration of Independence, journey, ancient
Introduction: 
Ask students who and what the President of the United States does for our country.  Ask students if they have ever achieved something they were proud of like becoming president.
During Reading: 

· p. 7 Have you ever promised something to someone like Thomas Jefferson’s father?
· p. 8 How does Thomas feel about school?  

· p. 14How do you think Thomas Jefferson felt when he designed and built Monticello all by himself?

· p. 19 How do you think Thomas felt when he finished writing our Declaration of Independence? Proud?

· p. 22 How is Thomas Jefferson feeling now? 

· p. 23 What is happening?  
· p. 32 What other achievements or contributions is Thomas Jefferson making as President?

· p. 37 What does Thomas Jefferson think about education?  Do you think he is proud of his education?

· p. 42 What did Thomas Jefferson want to be remembered for after he died?  He achieved so many great accomplishments.  Do you think these are the achievements he is the most proud of out of them all?
After Reading: 
What do you think Thomas Jefferson’s greatest accomplishment or contribution was?  What would your greatest accomplishment be?  Have students add their greatest accomplishment to a piece of chart paper to hang in the room.
Follow-Up Activities:

1. In small groups, students will create a web with Thomas Jefferson’s name in the middle.  They will extend the web by listing his accomplishments.  Share with the class. 
2. Each student will choose one contribution from the web they helped to create and write a few sentences about why this contribution was important to him or for the United States of America.
3. Create a bulletin board to display the students’ opinions about Thomas Jefferson.  Hang the webs around them.  

4. In closing, have students think of what they want to achieve in life.  What are they capable of?  What could they be capable of?  Have them write down one achievement they would like to achieve before the end of the school year, put these slips of paper in a time capsule (paper towel roll, etc…), and open them at the end of the year for the students to read and reflect on.
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