The Patchwork Quilt

Valerie Flournoy

Book Description:

· Tanya helps her grandmother make a quilt out of scraps from the family’s old clothing which tells the story of her family.

Academic Objectives: 

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student l. Recognizes plot, setting, and character within text, and compares and contrasts these elements among texts.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Family: Students will be able to describe important family relationships and the emotions families share. 

Readability Level: 3.7

Vocabulary: anxious, texture, absentmindedly, masterpiece, delicately 

Introduction: Have prepared a chart paper divided into squares like a quilt. If possible, bring a quilt to share with the class. Discuss with the students what a quilt is and means and whether or not they have any in their family. Explain that you will be reading a story about a family who work together to make a family patchwork quilt. Have the students focus on the characters in the story as you are reading and how they interact and help each other. 

During Reading: Read the story to the class. Stop as new characters are introduced and add them to a square on the class’s chart paper. As new characteristics of that person are mentioned, stop, discuss, and add those characteristics to that person’s square. At the end of the story, discuss how everyone in the family interacts with each other and worked together to finish the quilt. Ask the students why the quilt became so important to the family. 

Follow-Up Activities: 

Students will create their own family quilt. Using construction paper and yarn, students will create a square for each member of their family. Included on each square are characteristics of that family member and it will be decorated in some way to reflect that person’s personality.  Allow the students to share their finished quilts with the class and what makes their family special. Additionally, students can write an informative paragraph describing their family and the emotions their family share. 
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