The Art Teacher From the Black Lagoon
Mike Thaler

Book Description:

· The students interpretation of art class and reality explode in the descriptive and active language used.

Academic Objectives:

· ELA2R3B: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to communicate effectively.

b.  Recognized grade appropriate words with multiple meanings.

· S3L2: Students will recognize the effects of pollution and humans on the environment.

a. Explain the effects of pollution (such as littering) to the habitats of plants and animals.
b. Identify ways to protect the environment.

1. 
Conservation of resources

2. 
Recycling of materials
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Cognitive/Thinking: Association: Students will be able to identify and describe a relationship between like and unlike objects and ideas.

· Cognitive/Thinking: Analysis: Students will be able to systematically separate a complex whole into its simple parts in order to fully comprehend their interrelationships and the functions or purpose of the whole

Readability Level: 2.9

Vocabulary: express, slop, fired, sticks, glazed, weird, “Art”, framed, march
Introduction: Before reading:

· What is the name of your art teacher? 
· What is art?
· Tell students the art teacher’s name in the book is Krayola Swamp.  Ask any ideas about her name? Does that sound like any name you know?  Where have you heard those two words in other sentences?

During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages.

· p 5 – 
What does it mean “her room is a recycling dump”? 
· p 10 –  There is a play on words. What is meant by “you can really slop around because there is  pig-ment and sty-rofoam everywhere?

· p 16 –  What does the author mean by “kids are still hanging around her room”? Look at the picture.
· End – 
Compare and contrast what the children thought vs what the children found out on their own.
After Reading:
1. 
Make a chart on the board. Have the students tell you what the characters imagined art would be like before entering the art room. Write those ideas on one side of the board. Then have them tell you what the art room and class was really like. Write those ideas on the other side of the board (actually re-telling the story using verbs and adjectives)
2.  
Have the children circle all the verbs and underline all the adjectives used on their description of the story.

3. 
Have the student illustrate three of their favorite scenes.

Follow-Up Activities: 
1. 
This book is usually read before the first art lesson.  Take the children on a tour of the school and introduce them to the art teacher to soothe all fears their imaginations may have created.
2.
Present a science lesson on the effects of pollution on the environment.
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