The Wreck of the Zephyr
Chris Van Allsburg

Book description
The narrator tells a tale of a boat that wrecks in an unlikely place with an odd twist in the end.
Academic Standard:
· ELA4R1f.  Makes judgments and inferences about setting, characters, and events and supports them with elaborating and convincing evidence from the text.
Brilliant Star Objectives:
· Perceiving:  Students will understand that what you think about a person may not actually be the truth.  You may need to get to know someone to understand them.
Readability Level: 3.7

Vocabulary: Zephyr, blustery, treacherous, remarkable
Introduction

Begin inferencing by playing “Name that Tune” with students.  Hum simple songs such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and allow students to guess the title of the song.  Repeat several times until students understand.  Tell students that by guessing the title of the song, they took what they heard, thought about what they know and made an inference.  After doing this process several times, students usually begin to understand.
Next, choose a song that most students won’t know the title of, such as Down by the Bay.  When students do not know the title, remind them that they are taking what they hear, trying to put it with something they know in order to make an inference.  Tell them the title of the song and try again.  Repeat until you think students are ready to use text.

Next, relate this process to text.  Use the sample passage below by reading with the students.  

My parents and I were driving home from the grocery store.  I was eating french fries and my sister was reading a book.  All of a sudden the car was upside down.

Ask students to tell you what they read.  Ask students to tell you what they KNOW about cars being upside down.  Now ask students to make an inference about how the car came to be upside down.

Inferencing is difficult because you won’t usually find the answer in the book.  You simply use prior knowledge and relate prior knowledge to what you read to make the inference.

During reading
1. Who is the narrator?
2. What do you think happened to the boat?

3. Describe the boy’s character?

4. Could this story happen in real life?
5. At the end, think about who the narrator is again?

Follow up activities

Teachers can copy and remove items they want students to fill in.  This activity may have to be scaffolded by leaving in items to help students understating.
What I read



What I know


Inference
An old man sat near a boat.

Old men know stories

The old man must know the real story.
The boy thought he was the best.
Pride can make you foolish.
Something bad may happen to the boy.
The boy was on a magical island.
No magical islands exist.
The boy must be dreaming.

The boat can fly.


Boats can’t fly.

The boy must still be dreaming.

The boy broke his leg.


Broken legs are bad.

The boy may have a limp.

BIG INFERENCE:  Instruct students to think about all of what they read, what they know, and make an inference.  Who was the narrator?
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