The Village of Round and Square Houses

Ann Grifalconi
Book Description: 
In this African folktale a little girl and her grandma live in the village of Tos in West Central Africa.  In the first half of the book the village is described then the grandmother sits down to tell the story of how a volcano destroyed the village and the chief designated that the women had to live in the round houses and the men in the square, these houses where the only two standing after the volcano hit. 

Academic Objective:
· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student

· m. Recognizes the basic elements of a variety of genres (e.g., poetry, fables, and folktales).
Brilliant Star Objective:
· SocioCultural: Students will be able to identify physical, gender, social, ethnic and cultural factors that contribute to people being alike and different.
Reading Level: 3.8
Lesson/Activities:

· Before reading the book discuss what a folktale is and why people long ago wrote and told folktales.  Discuss that this book is an African folktale told by a grandmother. Show where Africa is located. 
· Ask students if their grandparents or elders have ever told them a story from long ago.  Allow students to share their experiences. 
· As you read the story discuss the importance of the characters and the role the grandmother plays.  What is the setting? Why is this story a folktale? What destroys the land?  What type of houses do all the women live in? men? What is the purpose of the chief making them live separately?
· After reading the folktale.  Have students write the definition of a folk tale in the middle of a piece of construction paper.  Have the students list reasons why this story is a folk tale.  Also have them illustrate one character from the story.  You can also have them illustrate the setting. 
Additional Resources:
· http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/315.shtml
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