The Recess Queen

Alexis O’Neill

Book Description:

· Mean Jean is the bully of the playground and told all the other kids what they could do until one day a new little girl stands up to Mean Jean. 
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student b. Makes predictions from text content.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Friends: Students will be able to distinguish traits that make a good friend and how friends should be treated. 

Readability Level: 3.0

Vocabulary: snarled, sassy, puny

Introduction: 
· Explain to the students that you will be reading a story to them about a girl who is a bully on the playground. Discuss what a bully is with the students and how they make people feel. 
· Ask the students if they think bullies have many friends. Why? 
· Tell the students they will be focusing on the strategy of prediction today. Predicting is when you make a good guess of what is going to happen next and then read-on to see if you are correct. 
· Have a chart paper or post-it notes available to write down student prediction during reading. Before reading, start with asking for predictions on what will happen in the story. 

During Reading: 
· The teacher will read the story to the class. In the beginning, the teacher will stop and share her thinking about the story and her predictions of what will happen next. 
· As the story progresses, invite the students to join in on the conversation. Make sure to record responses on either the chart paper or post-it notes.  
· At the end of the story, engage the students in a discussion on whether or not their predictions were always right. Is that okay? 
· What did Mean Jean learn in the end? Have the students predict whether or not Mean Jean still has the “Mean” nickname. How do you think Jean changed? Did she become a good friend? What makes a good friend?

Follow-Up Activities: 

· Students will have a graphic organizer with two large squares on it with an arrow between. Label the first square “Mean Jean” and the second square “New Jean”. In each of the square, the students will put characteristics of Jean, focusing on how she was treating her friends. 
· Put students in pairs and have them make predictions of how they think Jean is now treating her friends. Have pairs share their thoughts with the class.
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