The Pout-Pout Fish
Deborah Diesen
Book Description:
A fish believes he is cursed to be pouty all of the time because he has a pout-pout face.  His friends in the ocean try to cheer him up, but it takes a kiss to turn his frown upside-down.
Academic Objective
ELA1R3 
The student demonstrates the relationship between letters and letter combinations of written words and the sounds of spoken words. The student
c. 
Reads words containing consonant blends and digraphs

Brilliant Star Objective
Affect/Emotional Expression: Students will be able to identify attitudes and feelings based on facial expressions and body language.
Readability Level: 3.0
Vocabulary: 
glum, gloomy, ever-present, pout, dreary-wearies, tentacles, scowl, grimace, sulking, astounded, aghast
Introduction: 
Ask students to complete a “quick write” which is taking a few minutes to jot down what they think the story will be about based on the title.  Allow students to share.  Ask students to show the facial expression of “pouting.”  Ask them when a person normally pouts.  
During Reading: 

· p. 1 Looking at this picture, which fish do you think is the glum gloomy swimmer?
· p. 2What does the pout-pout fish spread all over the place? Why do you think he is pouting?

· p. 4 Who is the first friend that talks to him?

· p. 5 Why do you think the pout-pout fish says it is just the way he is?  Does it sound like he wants to change?

· p. 8 Do you say hello to people with a scowl on your face?  What would you think if someone said hello to you with a scowl on his/her face?

· p. 9 Does the pout-pout fish want to be friendly? How do you know?

· p. 12 Who is the pout-pout fish talking to now?

· p. 16 What does the octopus mean when he says the sulking is an unattractive trait?

· p. 20 What do you think this new fish is going to do?
· p. 23 How do you think the pout-pout fish is going to react to being kissed?

· p. 26 What type of fish is he now?  Why?

· p. 27 What is he spreading now instead of the dreary-wearies?

After Reading
Ask students to name different emotions.  List these on a piece of chart paper and have students give examples and facial expressions for each emotion.
Follow-Up Activities
1. Explain to students the definition of a consonant blend (two consonants that blend together, but you can still hear both sounds) and give examples such fr-, sl-, and pr-.
2. Have children brainstorm more consonant blends and add these along with your examples to chart paper.  Underneath each blend, list examples of words containing the blends. Students may use the book The Pout-Pout Fish to help find more blends.

3. In groups of two, the students will create a chain using construction paper of words for a specific blend.  The top of the chain will have the blend, and the links will have words containing the blend.  Hang from the ceiling in the room.  
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