The Stray Dog

Marc Simont

Book Description:

· Family picnics at the park and plays with a stray dog; children think about dog all week; rescue it from dogcatcher.

Academic Objective:

· ELA1R6: The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student

c. 
Asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements (e.g., beginning, middle, end, setting, characters, problems, events, resolution) of a read-aloud or independently read text
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Family: Students will be able to identify roles of the members in a family and how each member works together to form one unit. 

Readability Level: 1.7
Vocabulary: beginning, middle, end, character, setting, stray

Introduction: Show the cover of the book to the students.  Just by looking at the cover, ask if they can determine where the story will take place (setting).  Ask who they think some of the characters in the book will be.

During Reading: Create a list with the headings “Setting”, “Characters”, and “Events”.  As teacher reads, add items under the appropriate headings.  Stop after every few pages and ask, “What characters were involved in this event?”, “Where does this event take place?”
Follow-Up Activities: 

1.  
Distribute three note cards to each child.  One card should read “beginning”, one read “middle”, and third “end”.  Teacher read events from the story and the children decide if that event took place in the beginning, middle, or end of the story.  Students hold up the note card that describes when that event took place.

2. Using the characters from the class list, have the children volunteer to act out the characters while the teacher rereads the story.  Whatever the character does, the student must act out.  The children may also repeat any spoken words their character says after the teacher reads it. Teacher may need to read the story two times to allow each child to participate.
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