The Magic School Bus: Explores the Senses
Joanna Cole
Book Description

· A “magical journey” through the five senses including facts about the eyes, ears, nose, mouth, and skin.
Academic Objectives
· ELAKR6f, ELA1R6m, ELA2R4g-The student uses prior knowledge, graphic features (illustrations), and graphic organizers to understand text.
· SD1b-The student uses senses to observe, classify, and learn about objects.

· SKCS1a, S1CS1a, and S2CS1a-The student raises questions about the world around them and be willing to seek answers to some of the questions by making careful observations (5 senses) and trying to figure things out.
Brilliant Star Objectives
· Personal Style: Students will be able to describe how they are unique and how they are similar to others, in terms of their senses and their capabilities.

· Perceiving: Students will be able to name and describe their senses and how they can be used to understand/explore new things. 
Readability Level: 4.3
Vocabulary: senses, iris, pupil, eardrum, vibrations, receptors, taste buds, nerve, organs

Introduction: Ask the following questions for background knowledge purposes:

· What are the five senses?

· How are the five senses used?

· What happens when a person is unable to use all five senses?

· Where is each sense located?

During Reading:

During reading the teacher will also share the talk bubble and notebook paper information that is located on the pages. The teacher and students will discuss the questions that were asked during the introduction. The teacher may want to list the questions on a piece of chart paper. After reading the book or even a page have the students help to answer the questions. This will help build a knowledge base for the students as they learn this concept.

Follow-Up Activities:

1. The teacher will model this activity for the students before giving it to them independently. Have the students in groups of three or four. Each group will receive a graphic organizer such as the one below). In the middle of the organizer will be a picture of one of the five senses (eye for see, ear for hear, hand for touch, mouth for taste, and a nose for smell). In the top right corner of the graphic organizer the students will write the name of their sense such as if they have a picture of an eye, they will write see in the box. Then the students will work together to write a sentence using their “sense” word, such as “I can see you.” (if their sense is see). The sentence will be written in the top left corner of the graphic organizer. The bottom right corner the students will write some things they can do with their sense. If their sense is see, the student could write words like sky, water, people, dogs, etc). In the bottom left corner of the graphic organizer the students will make a talk bubble drawing discussing their sense. If the students have see as their sense, then they could draw two people in the box. In the talk bubbles they could be talking about what they are seeing, such as one person in the drawing could say “Look at the sky, I see a bird.” The other drawing could respond by saying “Yes, I see the bird too!” This can be modified for the appropriateness of the teacher’s grade level.

























































































































































































1. The students will write a story or informational piece about one of the five senses.

2. The students can draw pictures on construction paper to tell about the five senses.

3. Students can explore websites for the five senses.

· The Five Senses: http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/5senses.html
· Five Senses: http://www.kidskonnect.com/FiveSenses/FiveSensesHome.html
· Five Senses: http://sedl.org/scimath/pasopartners/senses/welcome.html
· Neuroscience for Kids: http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/chsense.html
· The Five Senses: http://www.uvm.edu/~inquiryb/webquest/sp03/brodeur/index.html


4. Students and teacher can view United Streaming Videos or PowerPoint presentations on the five senses.
· The Fabulous Five: Our Senses (Grades K-2) www.unitedstreaming.com
· My Five Senses: PowerPoint Presentation: http://www.graves.k12.ky.us/powerpoints/elementary/symaperkins.ppt


· Instructional PowerPoints: http://www.mpsd.k12.ms.us/pv/ramia/homework/senses.ppt


5. Connect to a science lesson.

Return to:

· Brilliant Star Main Page
· Brilliant Star Reading Project: | Index | Compilation |
Write a sentence using your sense word.			 Write your sense here. 

















Talk bubble drawing/cartoon					List some things you 


discussing your sense.	can do with your sense.
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 (eye, ear, hand, mouth, or nose)








