The Big Snow

Berta and Elmer Hader

Book Description:

· Despite their preparations for the winter, the animals and birds are delighted by a surprise after a big snow.

Academic Objective:

· ELAKR6 The student gains meaning from orally presented text. 

e: 
Retells familiar events and stories to include beginning, middle, and end.

Process Objective: 
· Spiritual: Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.  

Readability Level: 4.3
Vocabulary: nature, seasons, adapt, hibernation, migration

Introduction:  Before reading the story, ask the students: 
· What is hibernation?
· What is migration? 
· Give examples of both. Discuss the changes of the seasons and how it affects nature. 

During Reading: While reading the story, the students will discuss each animal and explain their habitat. The students will also explain how they prepare themselves for seasonal changes; for example, storing food, making a den, and taking care of their young. The students will pay close attention to the sequence of events in the story. 

Follow-up Activities:  
1. The students will give responses to complete a semantic web on hibernation. 
2. The students will give responses to complete a semantic web on migration. 
3. The students will make a pine cone bird feeder. 
4. The students will complete an activity telling what happened first, next, and last in the story.
5. Connect to a science lesson.
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