The Berenstain Bears’ Trouble with Money

Jan and Stan Berenstain

Book Description:

· The bear cubs’ spendthrift ways and a Mama and Papa Bear try to teach the ways to earn and save money.  

Academic Objective(s):

· ELA2R4h:  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.

· ELA2R4e:  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student summarizes text content.

· ELA2R4o:  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student recognizes the author’s purpose.

· ELA2W1a:  The student demonstrates competency in the writing process.  The student writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story.

· ELA2W1r:  The student demonstrates competency in the writing process.  The student uses appropriate capitalization and punctuation at the ends of sentences.

Brilliant Star Objective(s):

· Finances: Students will be able to discuss the importance of money in our society.

· Finances: Students will be able to identify money and the value of each as well as how saving money can be helpful.

Readability: 4.0

Vocabulary: spend, sensible, save, bank, allowance, careless, figure of speech, earn, organize, greed, stern, chores, sell, generous, interest, account

Questions:

Before Reading:

· What are some ways to buy things?

· What are some ways we earn money to buy things?

During Reading:

· What did the bear cubs know a lot about?

· What did they know much about?

· What did they know about money?

· Hoe did they usually receive money?

· What did the bear cubs do as soon as they had some money?

· What kinds of things did the cubs buy?

· Why was Mama Bear upset about the way cubs handled their money?

· What kinds of work do the cubs do to earn money?

· What did the cubs do with the money that they earned?

After Reading:

· When have you received or gotten money as a gift?

· When have you received money for nothing at all?

· How can saving help us with our money?

Follow-Up Activities:

· Have students create a chore list or ways they can earn money and how they would manage their money.

· Have students design a bank to hold their money.  Have students report at the end of a length of time how much money they have saved and what they have done to earn their money.

· Have students write a story about a time when they earned money to buy something they really wanted. 
· Present math lesson on multiple digit addition and subtraction.

Additional resources:
· The Berenstain Bears: See, Think & Do Activity Guide: http://www-tc.pbskids.org/berenstainbears/caregiver/Bears_AG_FINAL.pdf
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