Sunshine Home
Eve Bunting
Book Description:
· Timmie and family learn to support each other as family is forced with moving the grandmother to nursing home.

Academic Objective: 
· ELA2R2: The student demonstrates the ability to read orally with speed, accuracy, and expression.
c. Reads familiar text with expression.

d. reads at a target rate of 90 words correct per minute.

Brilliant Star Objective:  
· Family: Students will be able to discuss their feelings about their parents and the importance of family members.
Readability Level: unknown
Vocabulary: nursing home, market, corridor, finch, chipper, fiercely
Introduction: The teacher will introduce the story by asking the following questions: 

· Does anyone know what a nursing home is?
· Why would someone have to go and live in a nursing home?

· How do you think someone feels when they have to leave their home and move into a nursing home?

Before reading the story, give the students an opportunity to share any personal experiences they may want to share about loved ones that may have lived on a nursing home.  
During Reading: 
· pg. 4
Why does Gram have to live in a nursing home now?

· pg. 7
Why is Timmie embarrassed to carry the balloon?

· pg. 18
Why does mom use a different tone of voice while visiting Gram?

· pg. 23
Why does mom cry when they walk outside?  Why didn’t mom tell Gram she was sad?

· pg. 25
Why is Gram crying when Timmie goes back inside?

· pg. 32
What lesson has Timmie’s family learned by the end of this story?

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Put students in groups of two.  Give each group a timer and a copy of this story.  The students will practice reading this story aloud while being timed by their partner for 1 minute.  At the end of the minute they will count up how many words they read correctly.  Pass out special stickers or stamps for those students that met or exceeded 90 words per minute.
2. Loneliness is a well-known feeling in the average nursing home.  Participate in a service project with your class to help raise the spirits at a nursing home in your community.  Give students construction paper, markers, paint, and crayons.  Students will choose a sheet of construction paper and fold it to make a card.  Have each child write a poem or letter on the inside and then decorate the rest.  These cards could be mailed or hand delivered on a special day.  Afterwards, have a group discussion about what was seen and how the residents felt when they received their special card.
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