Sunflower House
Eve Bunting
Book Description:
· A young boy creates a summer playhouse by planting sunflower seeds and saves the seeds to make another house the next year.
Academic Objective: 

· ELAKR6c: Answers and asks questions about essential narrative elements of a read-aloud text. 
· ELAKR2a: Identifies and produces rhyming words in response to an oral prompt and distinguishes rhyming and non-rhyming words.
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Cognitive/Thinking: Problem Solving - Students will be able to use appropriate cognitive skills to identify and resolve situations where no known solution is readily obvious.
Readability Level: unknown
Vocabulary: Words that may need to be addressed before instruction: mammoth, guaranteed, frilly, beasts, rage, tinged, bulge
Introduction: Questions to ask before reading:
· “Have any of you ever made a playhouse with your friends?”
· “What do you think the boy will do in the sunflower house?”

· “Has anyone ever seen sunflowers?”

· “How do you think the boy makes a sunflower house?”

Questions During Reading: 
· “What shape do the boy and his Dad plant the sunflowers in?”

· “What does the boy do to take care of the sunflowers?”

· “Do you think the flowers will grow?”
· “What do the kids do in the house?”

· “When do they play in the house?”

· “What happens to the flowers at the end?”

· “How do you think the kids keep the sunflower house from disappearing forever?”

Follow-up activities:
· Have the students each grow a cup of sunflowers. Provide the cups, seeds, soil, and water. Let the students do each part of the planting process. Discuss what a flower needs to grow and survive.
· Toss around a beach ball with questions written on it. (What happened first? Who were the characters in the story? What happened in the beginning/middle/end? What happened next? How did you want the story to end?)
· Have a “field” of paper sunflowers with no leaves on them on a bulleting board. Have leaves with rhyming words in an envelope nearby. Students have to place two leaves on each flower with matching rhyming words. (i.e. One flower will have one leaf that says “weeds” and one leaf that says “seeds.” Small pictures of the words may be placed on the leaves for non-readers.)
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