Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon

Patty Lovell

Book Description:

· When Molly Lou Melon starts at a new school, the class bully, Ronald, teases her for being short, having buckteeth and a voice that sounds like "a bullfrog being squeezed by a boa constrictor." Molly remembers what her grandmother told her and she feels good about herself, which helps her overcome the bully's taunts.

Academic Objective(s):

· ELA2R4: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. 
· h. The student makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.

· l: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student recognizes plot, setting, and characters within text.

· 4o: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student recognizes the author’s purpose.

· ELA2W1: The student begins to demonstrate competency in the writing process. 
· a: The student writes texts of a length appropriate to address a topic and tells a story.

· g: The student begins to demonstrate competency in the writing process. The student begins to write a response to literature that demonstrates understanding of the text and expresses and supports an opinion. 
Brilliant Star Objective(s):

· Personal Style: Students will be able to describe how they are unique and how they are similar to others.

Readability Level: 3.5
Vocabulary: proud, joy, strong, believe, foolish, beautiful, reveal

Questions:
Before Reading:

· Have you ever had a time when someone was not nice to you?

· Have you ever been called names because people thought you were different?

· How did that make you feel?

· What did you do to solve the problem?

During Reading:

· What made Molly Lou different from her classmates?

· What did Molly Lou look like?

· What happened when Molly Lou tried to fit in?

· Who did Molly Lou look to for advice?

· What did she do when her classmate picked on her?

· How do you think Molly Lou felt about herself? How do you know?

After Reading:

· How did Molly Lou “stand tall” in the story?

· What was unique about her? What made her stand out among her friends?

· What are some unique things about you that make you stand out?

Follow-up Activities:

· Create “Me Collages” by using magazine pictures depicting things that make each individual special. 

· Create a flyer with one of the phrases that Molly Lou’s grandmother told her and inform through use of the flyer what it means.

· Write a letter to someone and thank them for accepting you for who you are.

· Put students in cooperative pairs and have each interview one another using a blanket set of questions which will enable students to find out unique facts about one another and share two facts discovered during the interviews.

· Write a story about a time when you were new or felt different from those around you. How did you feel? What happened?
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