Snowballs

Lois Ehlert

Book Description:

· A snowball family is built and then melts when it gets warmer. 
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2W2 The student begins to write in a variety genres, including narrative, informational, persuasive, and response to literature. Critical Component: The student produces informational writing that: 
· c. Includes the appropriate purpose, expectations, and length for the audience and genre.
Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Cognitive/Thinking:

· Synthesis: Students will be able to integrate parts into a functioning whole and to comprehend the dynamic interrelationships among the parts and the function or purpose of the whole. 
Readability Level: 1.3

Vocabulary: bury, saving, melting, shrinking

Introduction: 
Ask the students what they think they would need to build a family out of snowballs. List the items the class thinks they would need. Make sure to ask the students to describe how they would use the items. Tell the students that the people in today’s story do exactly that. They use some really great items to build a great snow family. Ask the students to listen and observe carefully to see if they can spot the items that the people in the story use. 

During Reading: 
Read the story to the class. Students should raise their hands when they see an item that the people in the story use to make the snowmen. Make a list of these items as they are found. At the end of the story ask the students to compare and contrast the two lists. Is there anything they would add now to their lists after reading the story? Discuss the length of the story. Was it long or short? Even though it was a short story, was it a good story? Explain that writing can be good and still be short as long as the most important parts are still shared. 

Follow-Up Activities: 
Give students a bag full of different items like listed at the back of the book, construction paper, glue, scissors, and markers. Tell them that with their group members they are to construct a 3-D snow family. They may construct the snowmen in any way they choose, encourage creativity. After they’ve completed their snowmen, they are to write a paragraph describing how they made them giving specific details. 
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