Sassafras
Aubrey Penn

Book Description: 
· Sassafras is a young shy skunk who believes nobody wants to be around him because of his stink.  He soon learns that all animals have something that protects them and everyone needs friends.  
Academic Objectives:
· ELA1R5 The student acquires and uses grade-level words to communicate effectively. The student
a. 
Reads and listens to a variety of texts and uses new words in oral and written language.

b. 
Recognizes grade-level words with multiple meanings.
· ELA1R6 The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student
a. 
Reads and listens to a variety of texts for information and pleasure.

b. 
Makes predictions using prior knowledge.

c. 
Asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements (e.g., beginning middle- end, setting, characters, problems, events, resolution) of a read-aloud or independently read text.

d. 
Retells stories read independently or with a partner.
f. 
Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.

g. 
Identifies the main idea and supporting details of informational text read or heard.
· S1L1 Students will investigate the characteristics and basic needs of plants and animals.
d. 
Compare and describe various animals—appearance, motion, growth, basic needs
Brilliant Star Objective:
· Personal Style- Students will be able to describe how they are unique and how they are similar to others. 

Readability Level: Grades 1-2
Vocabulary- sassafras, squealed, hollow, funky, shy, quills
Introduction
· Before reading discuss the title and make predictions about what the title means.  Introduce what a main idea is and explain to the students to be listening and figuring out what the main idea of the book is as you read the book to them. 

· As you read lead a discussion about shyness and discuss why Sassafras might be shy. Try to relate with the children about being shy once and see how they feel. 

· After the story discuss what the main idea might be.  Complete a graphic organizer on a chart paper of the main idea.  They have good examples on the internet.  I recall one that looks like an ice cream where you write the main idea on the cone and the details on the scoops. 

Follow-Up Activities:

· Have students get into groups once you have figured out the main idea, and write fill in the details of the graphic organizer.  Then come back as a group and discuss.  

· Have students write about a time when they were shy.  Explain how they overcome their shyness.  If they are not shy many nervous.
· Divide students into 5 or six groups.  Use the animals in the story and give each group an animal to research. You could use any animal in the forest.  Have them find out how each animal looks, grows, moves, and its basic needs.  Use the information they find and make a poster with a picture and a description of the animal.  Have the group present their animal poster.  
Additional Resources:
· http://www.eduplace.com
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://kids.yahoo.com" 

http://kids.yahoo.com
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