Salt in His Shoes

Deloris Jordan

Book Description:
· Michael Jordan works hard and prays that he can be a tall successful basketball player.

Academic Objective: 
· Narrative Elements: Ask Questions:  
The learner will be able to ask and answer questions about essential narrative elements of a read-aloud text (Comprehension).

Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Conation/Volition: Given a specific situation, students will be able to describe how perseverance and determination helps one to achieve goals.
Readability Level: 3.6
Vocabulary: Disappointed, apologized, believing, hoping, confident, determined, patience

Lesson Structure: Call the students to the floor and introduce the story. Tell the children that there are some very important words in the story that you want them to listen out for, because they will be using context clues to figure them out. Write the words on index cards and tape them to the board beside you. Also, explain that we will be using the comprehension strategy, asking questions. Tell them that you want them to generate questions or I wonder statements about the story as you read. Begin reading. Stop to ask thought questions before, during, and after the reading. Also, stop when a child has a question, or you come across a vocabulary word. After the entire reading, discuss the story and how it applies to our lives. Ask the children if they made any text- to- self-connections. Allow them to share. 

Prereading: Look at the first page, what do you think this story is going to be about? Basketball Is there anything that you really want to be able to do well? Various answers.
During Reading: Look at the first page, what do you think this story is going to be about? Basketball Is there anything that you really want to be able to do well? Various answers.
After Reading: Do you think putting salt in his shoes made him taller and therefore a better basketball player? No. His determination and practicing did! 
Follow up Activities: Have the students write a short story about something they wish to accomplish, followed by a list of things they need to do in order to reach their goal. Example mini-lesson : I would write. I hope to be teacher of the year. I must always have a positive attitude. I must do my best to reach every student. I must make my children feel valued daily. I must believe in myself.
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