Prayer for a Child

Rachel Field
Book Description:
· Prayers said by a small child to show greatfulness from food to toys to bed to all children of the world.

Academic Objectives:

· ELAKR6: The student gains meaning from orally presented text. The student

g. Connects life experiences to read-aloud text.

· ELAKW1: The student begins to understand the principles of writing. The student

a. Writes or dictates to describe familiar persons, places, objects, or experiences.

Process Objective:  
· Spiritual:  Students will be able to identify the deep connection to themselves, others, nature, or to a higher power with a sense of gratitude.

Readability Level: unknown
Vocabulary: bless, prayer

Introduction: Before reading, ask children if they pray, when they pray, and what they pray for.

During Reading: Draw attention to the different prayers the child is saying.  Ask if any of the students pray for these same things.  Ask, “Why should we pray for things we already have?”

Follow-Up Activities: 

1.  Create a class list on the board or chart paper of some of the things the child in the story prayed for.  Then have each child create a drawing of something that would like to pray for.  Under the drawing the child could write Bless my ________.  Post the papers on construction paper.  Allow each child to share his/her prayer.  Display on a “Our Prayers” bulletin board.  

2.  Allow children time to illustrate their beliefs or things they like about themselves in a spiritual journal.

3.  Create a “gratitude in a jar” where children can daily write on a piece of paper what they are grateful for.  Teacher can use these ideas to generate class discussions and reflections.  
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