Owl Moon

Jane Yolen

Book Description
A little girl and her father travel into the woods one winter night to see the Great Horned Owl.  
Academic Objectives 

ELA2W2 
The student begins to write in a variety genres, including narrative, informational, persuasive, and response to literature.

Brilliant Star Objective 

SocioCultural: Students will be able to describe the importance of taking care of the environment and the earth. Students will discuss ways they can help take care of the environment (beginning as small as the school). 

Readability Level: 3.2

Vocabulary: owling, statues, shadow, furry, shrugged, crisp, brave
Introduction
Share the cover of the book with the students. Ask the students what they think Owl Moon means. Discuss the setting that is shown in the illustration on the cover. Ask the students if any of them have ever been somewhere that looks like that. How do they think the people in the picture feel being in that environment? Tell the students that this book is very special in that it describes a beautiful scene in winter. While reading the story to the students, the students should focus on the descriptions of the environment. 

During Reading
Read the story to the students. Pause throughout the story to discuss the vivid descriptions, illustrations, and feelings that the story inspires. Record some of the words and phrases that really pop out for the students as being meaningful or strong. At the end of the story discuss the imagery in the story and the environment described. Involve the students in talking about what it takes to keep the environment clean and beautiful so that scenes like this one can keep on occurring. 

Follow-Up Activities
Students will write poems inspired by the story and pictures in the book and illustrate their poems. The class can then compile the poems and illustrations into a class book. 

Additional Resources

· Owl Moon Vocabulary Activities: http://eduweb.unca.edu/alumni/2005/amdufty/owl_moon_vocabulary_activities.htm 

· Owl Moon Literature Unit: http://edhelper.com/books/Owl_Moon.htm 
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