New York’s Bravest

Mary Pope Osborne

Book Description:

· This book tells the story of a legendary New York City firefighter from the 1840s, Mose Humphreys. 
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student: 
· m. Recognizes the basic elements of a variety of genres (e.g., poetry, fables, folktales).

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Conation/Volition:
· Self-reactiveness:  Students will be able to describe specific attitudes (e.g., courage, gratitude, caring) and give examples of people who displayed that attitude. 

Readability Level: 2.8

Vocabulary: billowing, shanties, trolley, tenement, roaring, speculated 

Introduction: 
Tell the students that you all will be reading a story that is a tall tale. A tall tale is about a person who was a real person a long time ago and since then so many stories about them have been told that they have been exaggerated. The firefighter in this story was a real man who did many great things for New York City. Invite the students to try to find the parts of the story that probably have been exaggerated over the years. They can find these things by asking themselves if anyone could possibly do that. Share with the students a chart paper you have already prepared. On the t-chart, label one side the “Real Mose Humphrey” and the other side “Legendary Mose Humphrey”. While reading the class will fill in information they find out about Mose Humphrey and place it in the appropriate column. The students may have to infer the real information from the legend. 

During Reading: 
Begin reading the story. Stop throughout the story as new information is learned about Mose Humphrey and discuss with the students if they think that is a legend and what real information can be inferred from it. Place in the appropriate columns on the chart paper. 

Follow-Up Activities: 

Discuss with the students the qualities of Mose Humphrey that think caused him to become a legend. What personal characteristics did he have that made everyone love and respect him? Students will draw a picture of a scene in the story and label the picture with the characteristic (courage, caring, etc.) that Mose is displaying in that scene. Additionally, students can write a paragraph describing that characteristic and how Mose displayed it. 
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