My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother

Patricia Polacco

Book Description:
· The author mentions three generations, but articulates sibling rivalry between an older brother and younger sister.

Academic Objectives:

· S2CS1: Students will be aware of the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness and skepticism in science and will exhibit these traits in their own efforts to understand how the world works.

a. 
Raise questions about the world around them and be willing to seek answers to some of the questions by making careful observations and measurements and trying to figure things out.

· ELA2R2: The student demonstrates the ability to read orally with speed, accuracy, and expression.

c, Reads familiar text with expression.

Brilliant Star Objectives:

· Family: The students will be able to recognize the teasing and competition taking place as sibling rivalry. 

· Family: Students will be able to describe important family relationships and the emotions families share.

Readability Level: 3.3

Vocabulary: facial expressions, adjectives and descriptions, 

Introduction: Before reading: Have the children gathered around on the floor. When everything gets quiet, look at them surprised…without saying anything in a few seconds…give the quiet sign and look puzzled….in a few seconds, look angry… quiet again because they will be getting the giggles if you haven’t spoken (they may even want to interpret your expressions). Make this a time for the children to practice different emotions and try to guess what they are. Refocus their attention and introduce the book title, ask them to look at the expressions on the children’s faces.

During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:

· p 7 & 8 – What kinds of expressions do you see?

· p 9 & 10 – Review the descriptor words or adjectives. Challenge them to give a synonym.

· p 11 –& 12 – Name the expressions…can you imitate them?

· End – What kind of expression was shown by Richard to his sister at the end? Was it reciprocated? (Did Treesha see a different side of her brother?)

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. 
PARTNER WORK: pair up and make faces at one another. Have a whole list of emotions on the board and see if partners can identify the emotion being displayed. Let partner #2 do the same, taking turns until all emotions have been seen and imitated.

2. 
Draw a self portrait using one of the many emotions read about and discussed in class. Have the children write about the emotion they chose. Hang their portraits around the room so they can enjoy their self portrait art gallery and the stories that match.

3. Make an accordion booklet with fan-folded construction paper. There should be about 5 or six folds. Have the children retell the story by writing the title on the first flap, three details (one on each flap), and the ending on the last flap.
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