Listen Buddy

Helen Lester

Book Description:

· A little bunny has trouble listening to his parents until one day he learns his lesson from a varmint. 
Academic Objectives: 

· ELA2LSV1 The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate. The student 
· m. Interprets information presented and seeks clarification when needed.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Awareness/Perceiving: 
· Situation-specific: Students will be aware of their surroundings and the effects they can have on a person’s feelings and reactions. 

Readability Level: 2.7

Vocabulary: permission, temper, varmint

Introduction: 
Tell the students that you will be reading a story about a bunny rabbit who does not listen. Ask the students to share some ways that not listening could cause problems. Explain that there is more to listening that just hearing someone talking. You also have to pay attention and think about what is being said. Write these three steps to listening on the board. Invite the students to listen carefully to the story and try to find what Buddy is doing wrong when listening in the story. 

During Reading: 
Read the story to the students. Pause frequently to discuss what Buddy is doing and what is wrong when he is listening. At the end of the story, discuss Buddy’s listening in more detail. Use questions such as: Did Buddy not hear what his parents or the Varmint were telling him or was he not paying attention to what they were saying? How can you tell? Did he think about and try to remember what he was told? How can you tell? Could Buddy have gotten into serious trouble by his actions? What are some other ways not listening could cause problems for someone?

Follow-Up Activities: 
Students will create a large set of bunny ears on a headband out of construction paper. Along the headband have students write the sentence, “Listening is more than hearing”. Then write, “Pay attention to what is said” on one ear and “Think about what is said” on the other.  Have the students wear their listening ears while following different series of directions around the classroom. 
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