Koala Lou
Mem Fox
Book Description:
When Koala Lou’s mother becomes busy and forgets to tell her how much she loves her, she enters the Bush Olympics to win and show her mother that she is special.
Academic Objective
ELA1R6 
The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student
c. 
Asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements (e.g., beginning-middle-end, setting, characters, problems, events, resolution) of a read-aloud or independently read text. 

Brilliant Star Objective
Family: Students will make personal connections with the text by discussing the similarities and differences in families and the special relationship between a parent and child.
Readability Level: 3.2
Vocabulary: emu, platypus, bravely, splendid, imagined, spectators
Introduction
Ask students what they know about koalas.  Do a picture walk with the book and have students make predictions.  Ask: Who do you think Koala Lou will be in our story?
During Reading: 

· p. 1. Who is Koala Lou?
· p. 2 Do people love her? How do you know?

· p. 4 Who loves Koala Lou the most?

· p. 9 How do you think Koala Lou feels now?  Why does she feel that way?

· p. 10 How does Koala Lou plan to solve her problem?

· p. 14 Do you think Koala Lou’s mother still loves her?

· p. 18 How do you think Koala Lou feels when she sees her mom in the crowd?

· p. 26 Did Koala Lou win?

· p. 27 Why do you think Koala Lou is crying?

· p. 28 What happens at the end of the story?  Did Koala Lou get what she wanted?

After Reading
Ask students if they have ever had a problem, and they have had to figure out a way to solve it.  Allow students to share a few examples of problems and solutions they have experienced.

Follow-Up Activities
1. Ask students what characters, setting, problem, and solution mean when they are reading a story.  On a piece of chart paper, list the definitions for each with a few examples.
2. Show students a graphic organizer where they will organize information about the characters, settings, problem, and solution in a story.

3. Show students how to use the graphic organizer by allowing them to help fill it in for a popular children’s book such as The Three Little Pigs.  

4. In small groups of 4-5, the students will work together to fill out the same graphic organizer with the story read earlier, Koala Lou. Allow groups to share to see if their ideas are the same.

5. Have students work independently now to fill out the same graphic organizer by using their A.R. book or another book from the class library that is on their level.   This can be used to assess and evaluate their understanding of important story elements.
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