Katy and the Big Snow
Virginia Lee Burton

Book Description:

· Katy was a red tractor that constantly worked. Her main goal was to work through the heavy snow. 

Academic Objective: 
· ELAKR6 The student gains meaning from orally presented text. 

e: 
Retells familiar events and stories to include beginning, middle, and end.

f: 
Uses prior knowledge, graphic features (illustrations), and graphic organizers to                   understand text.

Brilliant Star Objective: 
· Physical: Students will be able to describe how animals or machines make similar physical movements to people. 

Readability Level: 2.9
Pre Reading: This story will be used while teaching a community/winter unit. Before reading the story we will be discussing the different community buildings described in the story. The teacher will ask:
· What is the City Department?

· What is the Railroad Station?

· What is a Police Station?

· What is a Post Office?

· What is a Fire Department? 
· What is a Telephone Company?
· What is an Electric Company?
· What is the Water Department? 
After the students give responses to each question, the teacher will read the story. 

During Reading: The students will relate the community buildings to the snow and why Katy is so important in the story. They will explain how each place in the community is needed if snow occurs. The students will also explain the role that each place has in the community. 

After Reading: When the teacher has finished reading the story, the students will tell what happened in the beginning, the middle, and the end of the story. They will also make a graphic organizer of their community and the important buildings it has. They will label each. 

Follow-Up Activities:
1. Connect to a science lesson.
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