Just Me and My Dad

Mercer Mayer
Book Description:
· Little Critter and his dad go on a camping trip together and have a hard time setting up camp.

Academic Objective: 
· ELAKW1: The student begins to understand the principles of writing.
· ELAKR6: The student gains meaning from orally presented text.

· ELAKR5: The student acquires and uses grade-level words to communicate effectively.

· ELA1R1: The student demonstrates knowledge of concepts of print.
· ELA1W1: The student begins to demonstrate competency in the writing process.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Family: Students will recognize the dynamics of a family and the relationship between the members of a family.
Readability Level: 1.6
Vocabulary: camping, tent, instead, porcupine
Introduction: Before reading, ask children if they have ever been on a camping trip. What did you do? Who was there? Ask other children what they like to do with their dads when it is just the two of them.
During Reading: Point out who goes on the camping trip. Ask why Little Critter keeps trying to help his dad. What happens when Little Critter helps? As teacher reads, make a list of all the activities Critter and Dad do on the camping trip. When finished reading the story, add to the list the children’s ideas of other fun things they could on a camping trip outdoors. 
Follow-Up Activities: 

1. 
Create a foldable booklet of Fun Things to do on a Camping Trip using the ideas from the chart created during reading. Have children illustrate each idea. 
2. 
Have the children think of one fun thing they can do with their dad, or special man in their life. The students can draw a picture of the two of them participating in that activity.
3. 
Have children design a greeting card to give to their dad, or special man in their life, telling him how much the child loves him or what it is about Dad that the child likes most. Teacher could suggest the card to read “I love you Dad because…”
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