Jamaica’s Blue Marker
Juanita Havill
Objectives: 
· ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level 
text. The student 
b. Makes predictions from text content. 

h. Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences. 

Brilliant Star Objectives:

· Friends: Students will be able to distinguish traits that make a good friend and how friends should be treated.
· Affect/Emotion: Students will be able to discuss proper ways of showing emotions and reacting to situations.

· Affect/Emotions: Student will be able to express feelings of care and compassion for family members and friends.
Essential Question(s):
· How does making predictions make me a better reader?

Activating Strategy:
· Give each student a scrap piece of paper and ask them to write down some qualities that they thin a true friend might possess. Secretly have a few students just scribble on their paper. Then, have the students their papers to someone else in the room. Ask who received the papers that were scribbled on (if you even have to ask!). Let those students tell how it made them feel when they saw that paper.
· Briefly introduce the story by explaining that Jamaica is a little girl who site by a boy named Russell in class who never has his materials. Jamaica has to share her materials with him. One day, he takes a blue marker and scribbles on her paper… 

· Ask: Why do you think he did that? Let the students make predictions, and write them down on chart paper.

· Read: Jamaica’s Blue Marker
Acquisition Lesson Activities:
· After reading the story, then go back and check the predictions that were made. Discuss why Russell behaves the way he does, and how he reacted to his circumstances. Talk about the appropriate responses to a situation like his. Ask: How can we be a friend to someone who is acting this way?
· Give the students a piece of construction paper and let them cut out their handprint. In the center they will finish the sentence "I like friends who...” Take all of the hands and make a friendship wreath to hang in the classroom. See the link in the resources section for a more detailed description.
Extend/Refine Activities:
· Give journal prompts on friendship in the mornings following this activity.
· Encourage students to make cards or write letter to their friends to show their appreciation to them.
Resources:

· http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/friendship/mwreath.htm
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