If I Ran the Rain Forest
Bonnie Worth
Book Description:

· The Cat in the Hat explains about the four floors of the rain forest and the animals and plants that live at each level.
Academic Objectives:

· S4L1c: Students will describe the roles of organisms and the flow of energy within an ecosystem. Students will predict how changes in the environment would affect a community (ecosystem) of organisms.
.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Cognitive Thinking: Deductive Inference: Students will be able to derive a particular observation or conclusion from a generalization based on logical thinking.
Readability Level: P-2
Vocabulary: equator, mangrove, transpiration, emergent, buttress, gaggle, macaws, scarlet, epiphytes, nectar, canopy, nectar, twine, ocelot, camouflage, hither, yon, ecosystem, acre (some definitions are found in the back of the book)
Introduction: Before reading, do a picture walk through the book and ask the students if they know what the book is going to be about. Ask them what they think they will be learning about the rainforest.
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:

· p 7 – What is the equator?
· P. 12- What does the author mean by floors? What is an umbrella-vator?

· P. 15- Why is there a picture of a person on the tree in this picture?

· P.19- How does a tree suck up moisture?

· P. 25- How does the bird spread pollen? What does that do?

· P. 27- How do the vines smother the tree?

· P. 30- How do animals camouflage themselves in the rainforest?

· P. 35- Did you know plants can heal? Have you ever used a plant to get better?

After Reading: 
· Ask the students to begin thinking about what would happen if the trees in the rainforest were cut down. How would it affect the things that call the rainforest home?
Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Have the students research and find reasons why “millions of acres of land every year are cut down” as the book said.
2. Then have them think of all the ways the living organisms of the rainforest would be affected if the trees are all cut down.

3. Then have the students get into groups and create a poster line of information about the rainforest. One group will make a poster of the rainforest and its floors showing what makes up the rainforest and what organisms live there. The second group will create a poster showing how the trees are being cut down. The third group will create a poster of the reasons why the rainforests are being cut down. The fourth group will create a poster showing what will happen to the organisms living in the rainforest if all the trees are cut down.
4. The poster will then be hung side by side in order showing what is being done to the rainforests and what the affects are.
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