Honk!  The Story of a Prima Swanerina

Pamela Duncan Edwards

Book Description:

A ballet-loving swan wins acclaim when she manages to join the other dancers in 
a performance of Swan Lake. 

Academic Objectives:

ELA2R4h: 
The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.

ELA2R4o: 
The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student recognizes the author’s purpose.

Brilliant Star Objective:

Conation/Volition:  Given a specific situation, students will be able to discern how determination helps to achieve goals.  

Readability Level:  2.5

Vocabulary:  sauntered, blustered, bellowed, muttering

Introduction:  Before reading ask the children:  Do you have a dream?  Will you do anything to achieve your dream?

During Reading:  Ask the following questions on corresponding pages.


P 4 – How do Mimi’s friends feel about her?


P 10 – What does Mimi want to do?


P 11 – How does the Opera House manager feel?


End – Why is Mimi allowed to dance with the others?

Follow-Up Activity:

1.  
Community Helpers:  Invite the local dance teacher to school to engage the students in ballet steps. 

2.  
Individual:  Instruct the students to list the obstacles Mimi faced, and then list how she overcame each.
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