Henry’s Freedom Box

Ellen Levine

Book Description:

A true story of one African-American’s escape from slavery by mailing himself to freedom. 
Academic Objectives: 

ELA2R4 
The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student
c. 
Generates questions before, during and after reading.
Brilliant Star Objective: 
SocioCultural: Students will describe specific examples of how people have risked their own safety so that others may be free. 

Readability Level: 3.0

Vocabulary: slave, beckoned, steamboat

Introduction: 
· Tell the students that you will be reading a story today about a time in United States history when African-Americans were slaves in the south. You will want to discuss slavery in the United States and develop students’ background knowledge of this time period depending on the class’s exposure to this time in history. Explain to the students that this is the story of one slave named Henry. 
· Tell the class that while reading the story today they will be focusing on the strategy of questioning which helps readers understand the story because you are actively thinking about the story and trying to understand why things are happening.
· Students should have a piece of paper or some way of recording their questions while the story is being read. Show the students the cover of the book and have students record any questions that the cover might generate. 
· After everyone has recorded, share and discuss. Write some of the questions on a class chart divided into questions before, during, and after reading. 

During Reading: 
· Read the story to the class. Pause frequently for students to record questions on their paper and share with the class. Record some of the universal questions that the class has on the chart paper. 
· Once reading is finished, pause for students to record their questions for after reading then discuss as a whole group. If not brought up, pose questions such as, 
· “Do you think Henry every found his family”, 
· “What could have happened to Henry and the other men who helped him if he were discovered escaping”, and 
· “What do you think Henry did with the rest of his life in freedom?”
Follow-Up Activities: 
The class will research more stories of other ways slaves escaped from the south during this time period in history and the people who risked their lives to help them. Have each student keep a journal (construction paper covers with notebook paper stapled between) where they reflect on the people they learn about and what can be said about their character based on their stories. 
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