Hands are Not for Hitting

Martine Agassi

Book Description
This book teaches children that hitting and violence is never okay. Students learn that hands can do many good things, and everyone is capable of positive, loving actions.

Academic Objectives

LD 1. 
Children will develop skills in listening for the purpose of comprehension

d. Listens to stories read aloud and shows understanding through body language or by interacting appropriately.

SE 3. 
Children will increase the capacity for self-control

b. Follows rules and routines within the learning environment 

Process Objective
Moral Character Development: Given a story or situation in which a choice must be made between acceptable or appropriate behavior and unacceptable or inappropriate behavior, the students will be able to discern the moral dilemma, make a choice, and provide a rationale for that choice. 

Readability Level 

Baby-Preschool

Introduction 

Before reading the book, ask children about things that they can do using their hands.


During Reading
· Discuss each page with students talking about appropriate and inappropriate behaviors.

· Ask students if they have ever done, or experienced any of the inappropriate behaviors or the appropriate behaviors.


Follow-Up Activities
· Trace and cut out students’ handprints. Help students glue the hands to a large piece of construction paper. 
· Students will dictate something positive to do with their hands. The teacher will write this on the paper. 
· Students will then draw a picture of themselves doing this activity.

