Grandfather’s Journey

Allen Say

Book Description:

· This is the story of a cross-cultural family. It begins with the author's memories of his grandfather, who left Japan for California, and eventually returned to Japan with his family. Though the grandfather was happy to be home in Japan, he missed the mountains and rivers he left behind. When his grandfather dies, the author, who grew up in Japan, decides to see the mountains and rivers his grandfather missed so much. He stays in California, but like his grandfather, never forgets his homeland.

Academic Objective(s):

· ELA2R4h:  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.

· ELA2R4e:  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student summarizes text content.

· ELA2R4b:  The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  The student makes predictions from text content.

· ELA2W1a:  The student begins to demonstrate competency in the writing process.  The student writes texts of a length appropriate to address a topic and tells a story.

Brilliant Star Objective(s):

· SocioCultural:  Students will be able to identify physical, gender, social, ethnic, and cultural factors that contribute to people being alike and different.

Readability Level: 3.0
Vocabulary:  

· astonish, appeared, explored, bewildered, marveled, towering, surround, exchange, scattered, homesick

Questions:

Before Reading:

· What do you think it would be like to be in a new country?

· What kinds of challenges would you face being somewhere unfamiliar to you?

· Do you know anyone from another country?

During Reading:

· Where does grandfather’s journey begin?

· How does he travel on his journey?

· Who does grandfather meet on the way?

· Why does he travel back and forth from Japan to America?

· Why does the author, his grandson, long to be back in one place while in the other?

After Reading:

· How did Grandfather adjust to each new environment/place?

· How would the journey be different if taken today?

· Have you ever been somewhere and wished you were somewhere else?

Follow-up Activities:

· Bring in a photograph of a journey or trip the student went on.  Share how it was to be there and how it was when it was time to go. 

· Write about a time when you were somewhere and wanted to be somewhere else, and compare your thoughts and feelings to those of Grandfather in the story? Were they similar or different?

· Interview someone in the classroom that has been somewhere you have never been before and write up a short paragraph on the facts that your found out about that person.  
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