Giraffes Can’t Dance
Andreae Giles
Book Description:

· The other animals make fun of Gerald the Giraffe until he finds his own rhythm for dancing.
Academic Objectives:

· LA2W1: The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Personal Style: Students will be able to describe how they are unique and how they are similar to others.
Readability Level: K-2
Vocabulary: shoots, prance, elegant, sneered, clot, entranced
Introduction: Before reading show the students the front of the book and ask them what they think the book will be about. Ask them if by looking at the picture whether or not they agree with the title.
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:

· p 6- Why do you think Gerald was sad that he could not dance?
· p 12- How do you think Gerald felt when the animals said these things to him?
· P 14- Why did Gerald feel this way about himself? Do you think what the other animals said was true? Do you think Gerald was useless? Have you ever let what others say influence the way you felt about yourself? Should you do this? Why not?
· P 17- What did the cricket mean when he said Gerald needed a different song?
After Reading: 
· Was Gerald just like the other animals? What made him unique? He may not have been able to dance to the other animal’s music, but he found his own music. 
· Have you ever heard the kind of music Gerald heard in nature?
Follow-Up Activities: 
1. The students will write a paper explaining their unique characteristics, why the characteristics are important in life, and how these characteristics make them who they are.
2. The students will then lie on a large sheet of white paper and have a classmate trace their body onto the paper.
3. The students will then decorate the paper using the characteristics they wrote about in their paper. For example, if someone writes about how they are good at drawing and listening to their friends, the student could draw a pencil onto their hand and draw a set of friends on their ears.
Return to:
· Brilliant Star Main Page
· Brilliant Star Reading Project: | Index | Compilation |

