For the Love of Our Earth

P. K. Holiman
Book Description:
· This is an encouraging rhyming book that fosters children's positive attitudes toward conservation.

Academic Objective:

· ELA1R3 – The student demonstrates the relationship between letters and letter combinations of written words and the sounds of spoken words.
g.  Uses spelling patterns to recognize words.

· S1L1 – Students will investigate the characteristics and basic needs of plants and animals.

a. Identify the basic needs of a plant: air, water, light and nutrients.

b.   Identify the basic needs of an animal: air, water, food, shelter
Brilliant Star Objective:

· SocioCultural: Students will understand the importance of taking care of the environment/earth.  Students will discuss ways they can help take care of the environment (beginning as small as the school).

Readability Level: 3.1

Vocabulary: litter, air pollution, recycle, compost pile, waste
Introduction: Before reading, ask the children: 

· What is conservation?  
· What is pollution? 
· How could we help the Earth?  
· How could we be less wasteful?
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:
· p 4 – 
What does it mean “we’ll nurture new trees”? 
· p 12 –  What does ancestors mean and who are our ancestors?

· p 16 –  How will choosing to be kind, opening our hearts and minds help our Earth?
· End – 
What is this book really about? (Making the world a better place in which to live)
Follow-Up Activities: 
1. 
Once a week, adorned with rubber gloves, the class will try to fill a garbage can with “waste” from the playground.

2. 
Students can start an aluminum can drive.  Once a month, they will donate their collection to their local fire department. The fire department trades cans for money.  Then, the fire department donates the money to hospitals for burn victims.

3. 
Have a chart posted on a wall. Every time one student says something good, or encouraging to another student give him or her a point.  At the end of each month, if a child has reached 10 points, that child receives:

1st time-  a certificate of excellence
2nd time– a trip to the “goody” box

3rd time-  an “excused homework” pass

4th time– ticket for an ice cream at lunch

5th – Citizenship award to be read over the intercom.
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