Ellison the Elephant
Eric Drachman
Book Description:  
· Ellison is an elephant who tries to blast his trumpet, but only make a toot.
Academic Objective:

· ELAkR6:  The student gains meaning from orally presented text.  The student asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements (e.g., beginning-middle-end, setting, characters, problems, events, resolution of a read-aloud text).
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Conation/Volition: Students will describe how character and inner strength can contribute to overcoming difficult circumstances and situations. 

Readability Level:  Pre-Kindergarten through 1st grade
Vocabulary:  elephant, trumpet, blasts, toot, extraordinary, unusual
Introduction:  Ask the students if there is something they cannot do and their friends can.  Some examples are whistle, snap, sing, dance, etc.  Then ask the students if they know what an imaginary friend is.  Discuss it with them.
During Reading:  Make a graphic organizer with the headings:  title, author, characters, setting, problem, and lesson (theme).  Fill out the graphic organizer with the students. 
Follow-up Activities:

1. Listen to the CD version of Ellison the Elephant (comes with book).  Have the students compare and contrast the CD version and the book version of Ellison the Elephant.
2. Revisit the questions you asked at the beginning in the introduction.  Have the students again relate to the text.
3. Have the students create a story line for a sequel to the book.
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