Brother Eagle, Sister Sky

Susan Jeffers

Book Description:
· A spiritual walk through nature as our zeal to build may cause us to forever lose.

Academic Objective:

· ELAKR6b – The student gains meaning from orally presented text. The student makes predictions from pictures and titles.

· SS2S1: The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history.

· SS2H2: The student will describe the Georgia Creek and Cherokee cultures of the past in terms of tools, clothing, homes, ways of making a living, and accomplishments.

· SS2G1: The student will locate major topographical features of Georgia and will describe how these features define Georgia’s surface.

Brilliant Star Objective:
· Spiritual: Students will discriminate the explicit spirituality in the descriptions of mother earth and how people are now mistreating her by discussing the differences and making plans to change the way the earth is being mistreated.
Readability Level: 3.0

Vocabulary:  beliefs, values, nature, ancestors, respect, metaphors
Introduction: Ask the following questions:

· What is your environment?  
· What is or was the American Indian’s environment?  
· How do we show respect for our environment?  
· How do and did the American Indian show respect for their environment?  
· Are they the same environment? 
· Do we show the same respect
During Reading:

· 4 – What did Chief Seattle mean when he asked “How can you buy the sky”?

· p. 11 & 12 – How many images/ people/ Indians do you see on these pages?  

· p. 15 – What does the author mean when he says: “The earth does not belong to us, we belong to the earth”.

· How does the way that we respect the environment compare to the way the American Indians respect the environment?
Follow-Up Activities: 
1.  Have two groups.  One group will draw mother earth back when there were few settlers and mostly Indians who were her keeper.  The other group will draw mother earth now in populated cities.  Show and tell the differences. Whole group: write a plan of how to change our ways in order to make the world a better place in which to live.

2. 3-D Pictures / Models:  Buddy-up and get ready to make your own version of what Georgia’s topographical features look like.  Write a one-page paragraph explaining what all you included on your 3D picture.( Hint…you should include: mountains, coastlines, swamps, farmland, the capital, Indians, major industries anything that may be significant to you and or your family).

3. ALL ABOUT GEORGIA DAY:  Pick a day for each child to wear Georgia stuff.  It can be school jerseys, hats, socks whatever they want to signify being a Georgia resident. They can even dress like a peanut, peach, Georgia Indian or any other idea that Georgia is known for. Also, have them bring in one or two books about Georgia, Georgia’s Indians, Georgia’s landscapes, entrepreneurs, major crops, sights to see, sports involvement, even political figures. The children can get magazines, artifacts, sports memorabilia etc.  Just show your “Sweet Georgia Pride”.
Additional Resources:

· Lesson plans: http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/jeffers.htm 

· Saving the environment through picture books: http://www.learnnc.org/lessons/LibbaSager6182002165 

· Exploring Native Americans Across the Curriculum: http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson038.shtml 

· EEKO Travelers: Exploring Diversity: http://pbskids.org/eekoworld/parentsteachers/lesson4_2.html 
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