All the Colors We Are
Katie Kissinger
Book Description:

· Explains that skin color is the result of ancestry, the sun, and melanin.
Academic Objectives:

· ELA3W1c: The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student writes text of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story.
· ELA3W3c The student uses research and technology to support writing. The student Uses various reference materials (i.e., dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, electronic information, almanac, atlas, magazines, newspapers) as aids to writing.
.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· SocioCultural: Students will be able to identify physical, gender, social, ethnic and cultural factors that contribute to people being alike and different.
Readability Level: K-3
Vocabulary: relatives, ancestors, melanin, grains
Introduction: Before reading, tell the students that everyone’s skin has a color. Ask the students to look around the room and see how many different colors of skin there are in the room. Then, ask the students why there are different skin colors.
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:

· p 7 – How do we get our own special color of skin?
· p 10 – How does the sun give our skin its color?
· P 15 – 
What are some things people can do to keep the sun from burning their skin? 
· P 27 – Do you think your ancestors came from a very warm, sunny place, or a cooler place with less sunshine? 

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Day one: Allow each student to choose someone in their Social Studies book that they have studied this school year who has a different ethnic background than their own. 
2. The students will then use the internet, books from the library, or their Social Studies book to research this person. The students need to find information about this person’s physical, gender, social, ethnic and cultural background.

3. For homework on the first day, the student will need to get information about their own physical, gender, social, ethnic and cultural background.

4. Day two: Using three pieces of square cardboard the students will put all the information they gathered from their chosen person on one piece (one side) of cardboard. They can do this by writing a paragraph, listing their information in a creative way, drawing pictures, etc. The students will then put all the information they gathered about themselves on \the second piece (one side) of cardboard. Lastly they will compare and contrast the information gathered about themselves and their chosen person onto the last piece of cardboard to show how two different people are both alike and different.
5. The students will then create a three sided model using their three square pieces of cardboard. The students will tape the left and right ends of the cardboard pieces together creating a free standing model.
6. If time permits, allow students to share their work with the class. 
7. Another idea would be to share the information on their models with another class who read the book who may or may not have time to do the activity.
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