Alexander, Who’s Not (Do You Hear Me? I Mean It!) Going to Move
Judith Viorst
Book Description:

Alexander's family is moving 1000 miles away and he doesn't want to go.
Academic Objectives:

LA3R3: 
The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student makes connections between texts.
M3P1c: 
Students will solve problems. Students will apply and adapt a variety of appropriate strategies to solve problems.
Brilliant Star Objective:

Perceiving: Students will be able to recognize that perceptions can impact thinking and beliefs, and how preconceived perceptions can be changed.
Readability Level: K-2
Vocabulary: compass, transplant, immature, barricade
Introduction: 
Before reading, show the students the front of the book and ask them to predict if Alexander will or won’t move.
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:

· p 1- Why do you think Alexander doesn’t want to move?
· P. 3- How do you think Alexander feels about moving?

· P. 4-Do you think all these things Alexander thinks is true?

· P.9- Do you think his parents would leave him behind?

After Reading: 
Have the students remind you how Alexander felt at the beginning of the book about moving. Then ask them how he felt at the end. Ask them what changed his mind or how his preconceived perceptions were changed.
Follow-Up Activities:
1. Have the students get into groups of 4. In the groups, the students will need to get into pairs.
2. The teacher will give each pair in the group a word that relates to the other pairs word. For example: vanilla ice cream vs. chocolate ice cream, the beach vs. the mountains, etc.

3. The pairs will need to work together to come up with reasons why their word is good. For example, the beach- warm, sunny, volleyball, seashells, etc. The pairs will then come up with reasons why the other pair’s word is not good. For example, the mountains- ears pop, too many rocks. 

4. The two pairs will then switch papers. They will look at the other pairs reasons why their word was not good and respond with reasons why that shouldn’t be a reason. For example, the other pair said mountains make your ears pop- the pair could respond by saying that chewing gum keeps your ears from popping and that means your parents can buy you a big pack of bubblegum for the ride - which is awesome!
5. When the pairs are finished, they will switch back papers and see if the other pair’s response changes their preconceived perceptions. If it does then they can share with the class this example of a how preconceived perceptions were changed.
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