Alexander Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday

Judith Viorst

Book Description:
· Alexander receives dollar from grandparents and thinks of the wonderful things he could buy; however, his money quickly disappears.
Academic Objectives:

· ELA1R6f: The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student makes connections between texts and/or person experiences.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Finances: Students will be able to state reasons why obtaining the necessary finances is essential to sustain a desirable lifestyle and how saving can help one achieve that lifestyle.

Readability Level: 3.5

Vocabulary: spent, save, token

Introduction: Before reading, ask children if they have ever bought anything with their own money. Ask related questions, such as:

· Did you have to save your money? 

· Who gave you the money? 

· What did you buy?” 

· Explain that the little boy in the story spends all of his money and ask “What could he buy if he saved his money for a long time?”

During Reading: As teacher reads, keep track of what Alexander buys on a piece of chart paper and subtract it from $1.00 to represent how much money he has left. Ask the students, “Should he buy that? Would you buy that? What would you do with the money?” As Alexander spends his money, record the coin combinations he uses and how much money that is. After reading, ask children if they ever get birthday or Christmas money. Discuss what the students do with their money – spend it, save it, buy something big, etc. 

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Have children put themselves in Alexander's place. Give them the instructions “Pretend you have one dollar to spend. You will write a story about the choices you made and what happened to your dollar”.

2. 
After listening to Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday, the teacher should review how the money was spent, as well as the coins used. Following this model, the children can create their own chart. Using the story line (the ideas and the order of the story), and their charts the children will author their own story. Each story must include a creative way to replace the students’ spending, just as Alexander did. 

3. 
Look back at the times Alexander spent his money. Have children create other coin combinations that equal that same amount of money.

4. Create a chart titled “Reasons to Save Your Money”. Allow each child to record a reason why saving your money is a wise decision. 

5. Provide math lesson on coins and money.

Additional resources:

· WebQuest: http://www.mhcbe.ab.ca/ict/CurrSup/Alexander/alex.htm 

· Lesson plan: http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=17754 

· Parent guide: http://www.unce.unr.edu/WESTERN/SubWebs/MoneyOnTheBookshelf/ParentGuidesEnglish/Alexander.pdf 
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