A Pocket Full of Kisses

Audrey Penn

Book Description:

The little raccoon worries that now with his new baby brother his mom doesn’t have enough love for both of them. 
Academic Objectives: 

ELA2W2 
The student begins to write in a variety genres, including narrative, informational, persuasive, and response to literature. Critical Component: The student produces a response to literature that: 
c. 
Makes connections: text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world using details from the reading selection.

Brilliant Star Objective: 
Family: Students will be able to describe important family relationships and the emotions families share.

Readability Level: 3.7

Vocabulary: tenderly, inviting, special, romped,  

Introduction: 
Show the students the cover of A Pocket full of Kisses. Ask the students what they think that means. Who do they think those raccoons are that are on the cover of the book? What do you think their relationships are to one another? Tell the students that the cover is a picture of a mother raccoon and her two children. Ask which students have a little brother or sister. Tell them that they have something in common then with Chester, the older raccoon. Remind the students that when something in a story reminds them of something in their own life or something else they’ve read that is called making connections. Making connections to the story helps the reader understand the story because they have already seen something similar to it. Tell the students that you want them to focus on making connections with today’s story. The students should have something to record their connections during the reading along with a class chart for recording connections. 

During Reading: 
Read the story to the class. Slowly release responsibility for making connections by beginning with teacher connections, then group discussion of connections, then student individual connections made before sharing. Record some of the connections on chart paper.  Focus the group’s discussion on the relationships between the family members in the story and making connections to their own families. 

Follow-Up Activities: 
Students will write a response to literature focusing on text-to-self connections made while reading the story, focusing on family relationships. The students will need to make specific references to the text within their paragraph. 
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