‘Twas The Night Before Thanksgiving

Dav Pilkney

Book Description:

· Genuine friendship is turkey is developed on fieldtrip to turkey farm; parallels Night Before Christmas

Academic Objectives:

· M2D1: Students will create simple tables and graphs and interpret their meaning.
a. Organize and display data using picture graphs, and record results.

· ELA2R4: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text..
m. recognizes the basic elements of a variety of genres (e.g., poetry, fables, folktales).

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Affect/Emotions: Student will be able to express feelings of care and compassion for family members and friends.

· Friends:  Students will be able to distinguish traits that make a good friend and how friends should be treated.  
· Friends: Students will be able to describe similar friendship traits or actions between people and animals.

Readability Level: 4.0

Vocabulary: tradition, seasons (of the year), fieldtrip, compassion, friendship
Introduction: Before reading: 
· Does anybody know what compassion means?  Can you give me an example?  
· Take the children through a picture walk.
During Reading: Ask following questions on corresponding pages:
· p 3 –What did the children do to pass the time as they rode?
· p  7 – Where did the fieldtrip take the children?
· p. 13 – What tells you that the children were having a great time at this turkey farm?

· p.17 – Are the children still happy? How do you know?

· End –Can you tell me the name of another story that sounds a lot like this one?
Follow-Up Activities:  Read this book around Thanksgiving holidays.
1. Groups of 3 or 4

Have the children make their own tiny turkeys to take home and have at their dining room table. 
Push four desks together. Set the “table” with thanksgiving paper plates ( one for each student) containing all the needed materials for a turkey dinner (.  See further directions attached.
2. Groups or Individuals:

We’re going to make a graph.  This graph will need to be sorted and created on your own. You have been provided a graph, pictures of turkeys, boys and girls. Complete the graph to show how many turkeys, how many boys and how many girls were in this book.  When you are finished with the graph, please write 7 questions about the graph.  Make them hard in nature so we can play the game “Stump Our Class”.  Each group will get the opportunity to engage in asking and answering the questions…but only the captain can answer, so, captains, you must talk it over with your peers and agree on one answer.  Good Cluck!

3. Connect to a social studies lesson.

Return to:

· Brilliant Star Main Page
· Brilliant Star Reading Project: | Index | Compilation |

TURKEY DINNER RECIPE

Ingredients to make one turkey:

· two Styrofoam balls

· two or three toothpicks

· two moving eyes 

· one beak made from construction paper

· one piece of red string for the “gobble”

· some feathers to stick into the backside of the turkey

· glue and paper towels or napkins

      Begin with one styrofoam ball.  This will be the turkeys head. Glue on the eyes. Glue on the triangular beak. Glue on the yarn as the “gobble”. Hold each item in order to dry really good before proceeding. Must be dry…

      The toothpicks will be the neck of the turkey. Take the two or three toothpicks and poke the body of the turkey. You should have the turkey body with two or three toothpicks in it now.  Push the head on top of the toothpicks so that only a little bit of the toothpicks are showing.  You should have the head and the body connected now.

     Take the feathers and poke into the rear of the turkey making a fan back there. 

Set your turkey on the thanksgiving paper plate to dry.   Take home as a centerpiece.

