Math Appeal
Greg Tang

Book Description:
This book is a compilation of mind-stretching, math riddles.  Titles of the riddles include: Square Deal, Boston Pea Party, Frog-Gone, and many more.  Students have to figure out how to solve the problems using addition and subtraction methods.

Academic Objective
M1N3. 
Students will add and subtract numbers less than 100, as well as understand and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction.

h. 
Solve and create word problems involving addition and subtraction to 100 without regrouping. Use words, pictures and concrete models to interpret story problems and reflect the combining of sets as addition and taking away or comparing elements of sets as subtraction. 

Brilliant Star Objective
Cognition/Thinking: Analysis: Students will be able to systematically separate a complex whole into its simple parts in order to fully comprehend their interrelationships and the functions or purpose of the whole.

Readability Level: K-2
Essential Question
What does it mean to solve a riddle?

Activating Strategy

· Write the word riddle on the board.  Ask students what they think of when they hear or see that word.  Ask students to give examples of riddles. 
· Read the book, Math Appeal. Help students put the riddle into a form that they can solve using addition or subtraction.

Acquisition Activities
· Have the students think about the various ways the author had them solve a math riddle using addition and subtraction.  Ask them if riddles are similar to word problems. How?
· Have the students brainstorm and write their own math riddle with a partner.  They may create a riddle that incorporates addition or subtraction.

· After writing their math riddle, the students will illustrate a picture on a piece of poster board to represent their math riddle.  Encourage them to be creative in the grouping of numbers, and allow them to view the book again for ideas.  Students will also have to create a drawing of how to solve the problem.
· String all math riddles together to create a class book..  Students may read the riddles and solve them, and they can find the answers by looking in the back of the book where the drawings of how to solve the math riddles will be pasted.
Extend/Refine Activities

· Students can use a computer program such as Paint to create a word problem using pictures.  
· Students can use food such as gold fish to create riddles for a partner to solve.
· Students can participate in an on-going exchange of riddles with another classroom.  They could have a riddle pen-pal.  
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