Gregory, The Terrible Eater
Mitchell Sharmat

Academic Objective:

· M2N4a:  Students will understand and compare fractions.  Model, identify, label, and compare fractions, as a representation of equal parts of a whole or of a set.

Brilliant Star Objective:
· Cognitive/Thinking:  

· Synthesis:  Students will be able to integrate parts into a functioning whole and to comprehend the dynamic interrelations among the parts and the function or purpose of the whole.

Readability:  3.1

Essential Question:

· How do fractions relate to measurement?

Activating Strategy:
· Display and allow students to explore cookbooks looking at recipes.  Have students discuss what they notice about the recipe.

· Read the story Gregory, the Terrible Eater by Mitchell Sharmat.

· Discuss and identify the food choices made by Gregory in the story and the changes that were made throughout the story.

Acquisition Lesson Activities:
· Review information related to food choices and good eating habits.

· Discuss different representations of fractions and their parts.    

· Have student manipulate fractions using shapes.

· Display and discuss a sample recipe identifying the fractions.  Relate the fractions to cooking and measuring.

· Allow students to handle the various measurement tools used for cooking.  Have students identify how the measuring cups relate to fractions.

· Discuss measuring quantities related to a simple recipe, identifying fractions throughout.

Extend/Refine Activities

· Allow students the opportunity to experiment with water to see how the different measuring cups relate to each other.  

· Create a recipe using measurements related to fractions or follow a teacher selected recipe to complete with students.  

· Sample Recipe using healthy foods: CornFlake Balls
· 1 cup of honey

· 1 ½ cups of dried milk powder

· 1 cup peanut butter

· 1 ½ cups wheat germ

· 1 tsp. nutmeg

· Crushed corn flakes

· Identify the healthy food choices in the recipe and where they fall on the food pyramid and relate the amounts of each an individual is supposed to consume.

· Acquire store ads from local grocery stores and have students compare prices of healthy foods and unhealthy foods.  

· Have students shop for a healthy and unhealthy recipe using ads from local stores and have students create purchase lists for both recipes, comparing how much was able to be purchased with a given amount of money.
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