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Book description:  
Mouse and her friends want to play tug of war but can’t figure out how to make the teams equal. 

Academic Objective:  

M1M1. 
Students will compare and/or order the length, height, weight, or capacity of two or more objects by using direct comparison or a nonstandard unit. 

a. 
Directly compare and/or order length, height, weight, and capacity of concrete objects. 

Brilliant Star Objective:

Equivalence: Students will be able to identify elements that can be used interchangeably because they are equal in value, meaning or effect.
Essential Question:

· How can you make things equal?
Activating Strategy

· Talk about what the word equal means. Have students tell the teacher what they think it means. Read the last page in the book, “What it means to be equal.”
Present:

1. Read Equal Shmequal to the class. 

2. Discuss with the class how come the teams are not equal even though they have the same amount of people on them. 
3. Have students try and come up with two teams from the characters in the book that would be equal. 

Guided Practice: 
Take out a scale and discuss with the class how a scale works. At first, put different the same number of objects on each side, such as 2 pencils and 2 glue bottles. Students should talk with their partner about why the scale is not balanced even though the same number of items is on each side. Do this several time with different items until the scale is equally balanced.
Extend/Refine Activities
· Have students draw a scale and put items on each side of the scale that they think would be equal. 
· Call on a few students to share their work, and if possible, put the items on the scale to check their answers. 
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