Chicken Sunday

Patricia Polacco
Book Description:
· Three children decorate eggs to sell in order to buy Miss Eula an Easter Hat that she wants. Miss Eula always cooks the children chicken on Sundays for dinner. 
Academic Objectives: 

· M2N1: Students will use multiple representation of numbers to connect symbols to quantities.
c. Use money as a medium of exchange. Count back change and use decimal notation and the dollar and cent symbols to represent a collection of coins and currency.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Finances: Students will be able to identify money and the value of each as well as the importance of money in today’s society.

Readability Level: 

· Accelerated Reader ® level 3.7

· Lexile Level: 650

Vocabulary: chutzpah, solemn, intricate, decent, spaseeba, glisten, glare, splendid, glower, announce

Essential Question: How can I exchange money to buy goods?

Activating Strategy: Show the students the front of the book. 
· Read the title together. Ask, “Why do you think the story is titled Chicken Sunday?” Make predictions about the story, and record student answers on the board.

· Ask the students, “What special things does your family do on Sundays?”

During Reading: 

· Beginning of the story – have students partner up and describe Miss Eula. Talk about appearance, her voice, and her actions so far. 
· Middle of the story (p. 12) – ask the students “Why were Sundays called Chicken Sundays? Have students summarize the story with a partner, and share with the class. 
· End – Ask the students, “What did the children do in order for Miss Eula to get her hat?” Share answers. Ask, “How do you think the children felt after Miss Eula got her hat? How did the children’s feelings change throughout the story?”

After Reading: 

· Put students in groups of 4-5. Show students three paper eggs: small eggs, medium eggs, and large eggs. Label the small egg 25 cents. Label the medium egg 50 cents. Label the large egg $1.50. Tell students that they are going to decorate their own eggs in order to “sell” to buy the ingredients to make Sunday dinner. However, there is a catch. The small eggs only have to be decorated with two colors. The medium eggs have to be decorated in a pattern of 5 colors. The large eggs have to have a pattern of 10 colors. As a group, you will determine what eggs you will make, and how many to make. Then, you will have to create a budget using the supply list of how much money you will need to make Sunday dinner. 

· Supply List:

· Chicken $5.00

· Potatoes $2.50

· Beans $1.50

· Bread $1.00

· Dessert $3.00

· Drinks $3.50

· At least one of each supply must be used in Sunday dinner. The teacher is the “bank.” The students must trade their eggs, and count their own money at the “bank.” 
Extending/Refining Activities: 

1. Write about how your group planned to make Sunday dinner. Could your group have done something differently to have a better outcome?

2. Partner the students and have them use the internet and media center to compare and contrast the United States and Ukraine (cultures, climate, customs).

3. Create word problems using the supply list. Have students use created eggs to solve the problems. 
Additional Resources:
· http://www.patriciapolacco.com/books/chicken_sundy/c_sunday_index.html (author website)
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