Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day

Judith Viorst

Book Description:

· On day when everything goes wrong, Alexander's consoled by thought that other people have bad days, too.

Academic Objectives: 

· M2D1: Students will create simple tables and graphs and interpret their meaning.
a. Organize and display data using picture graphs, Venn diagrams, bar graphs, and simple charts/tables to record results.
b. Know how to interpret picture graphs, Venn diagrams, and bar graphs.
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Classification: Students will be able to organize given elements into sets according to a specified rule or common attributes. 

Essential Question:  How does graphing help me classify information?

Readability Level: 3.5

Vocabulary:  Australia; country, bar graph, cavity, record

Activating Strategy:  
· Write the word “graph” on the board.  Create a word splash using words that students know about graphs, recording them on the word splash.  
· Tell students that the class will be reading Alexander and the Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.  After reading, we will create graphs to compare how we feel to how Alexander feels in the story.  
· Divide students up in partners during reading activities. 

During Reading: 

· p. 1 – Talk to your partner:  I’ll give you a few seconds to talk about the worst day you have ever had.  Make sure you and your partner answer the question.  

· p. 10 – Talk to your partner:  Summarize what has happened in the story so far.  When you are finished, show a thumbs up.  If you are having trouble, show a thumbs down (After everyone’s thumbs are up, have a partner group share their summary).

· End – Talk to your partner:  How could Alexander have acted differently to help make a better day?  Give students a few minutes to talk.  Share answers and possible endings in with whole group.  

After Reading: 

1. Give each student a small post-it note.  Draw a graph using chart paper at the front of the room (label the parts of the graphs together).  Remind students of how Alexander felt when he got a cavity in the story.  Ask the question:  How would you feel if you got a cavity?  Choose 4 feelings, and use them as a graphing category.  Let students come to the front of the room and place their post-it notes on the category that each individual chooses.  Together, as a class, interpret data findings.  Compare the findings with how Alexander felt in the story.  

2. Create three small groups in the room.  Give each group a piece of chart paper.  Have students create a bar graph.  Give each group a topic:

· “How do you feel today?”

· “Class Favorite Foods”

· “Countries I would like to visit.”

Have each small group come to the front of the room and complete the graphs, like the procedure that was modeled in step one.  Be sure to interpret data findings, and compare the class feelings in the story with how Alexander felt.  

Extending/Refining Activities: 

1. Create word problems using the student created charts using addition and subtraction.  Examine the findings together as a class.

2. Using the ‘How do you feel today” graph, have students write about their actions due to their feelings.  In a second paragraph, ask students to choose an opposite feeling, and write about how their actions would be different compared with how they feel now.   

Additional Resources:
· http://www.kennedy-center.org/multimedia/storytimeonline/alexander.html
(author Judith Viorst reads Alexander and the Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day with illustrations)
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